There is some surprisingly scanty information on important subjects in a book that is otherwise very comprehensive. The account of the serology of the treponematoses, including syphilis, is not full enough, although the global clinical manifestations are thoroughly covered. In the section on gonorrhoea the methods of isolation and identification of Neisseria gonorrhea, the basis of accurate diagnosis, are hardly mentioned, apart from a misleading reference to the use of immunofluorescence. The increasingly common gonococcwvmic dermatitis and arthritis, seen mostly in females, are mentioned only briefly; they occur in about 10% of cases of gonorrhoea and are causing great concern, particularly in North America and Scandinavia.
Apart from these small defects this is an excellent, if expensive, book which should be in every library and in the possession of all clinically involved venereologists, although the over-lurid cover may be a deterrent to some.
ADAM LAWRENCE
Malabsorption in Clinical Practice by M S Losowsky, B E Walker and J Kelleher ppvii+318 illustrated £8 Edinburgh & London: ChurchillLivingstone 1974 Three authors from Leeds aim to provide help for the nonspecialist physician and surgeon at grips with problems of malabsorption. Their classification of causes of malabsorption is comprehensive, and so are the discussions of the individual conditions. However, the book is at its best in the excellent chapters on the assessment of fat absorption, bacteriology of the small intestine, and physiology and biochemistry of absorption which is stimulating, succinct and comprehensive all at once. The chapter on nutrition glosses over a number of controversial issues and while the section on radiology is excellent, that on intestinal biopsy, a preeminently important subject, is disappointingly short. A great deal of attention is paid to xylose and fat-soluble vitamin absorption, which reflects the interests of the authors rather than practice in the country at large. Conversely the sections on folate deficiency and vitamin B12 absorption appear to be rather skimped. Possibly the nonspecialist would benefit from a fuller description of practical details of the simpler and most useful tests, and may shy away from them as a result of the accounts here. For example, it seems unfair to omit the information on the swifter methods for jejunal biopsy now available. However, a remarkable amount of ground is covered in a well organized book which never becomes dull and succeeds in its objectives in providing considerable help to the nonspecialist. Indeed, this book deserves to be read by the specialist as well, particularly in view of the unusually extensive references and the highly stimulating commentaries. It is certainly to be recommended for District Hospital and specialist libraries.
CHRISTOPHER MALLINSON
Accident Surgery and Orthopsedics for Students by J R Pearson FRCS and R T Austin FRcs pp xiv+218 illustrated £2.75 London: Lloyd-Luke 1973 This paperback textbook of 213 pages is designed for medical students. As noted in the foreword by Professor Slaney, and the preface by the authors, the time allocation by medical schools to clinical work is being eroded in favour of basic scientific subjects, and orthopadics and accident surgery are also being squeezed. There are some good textbooks for students on these subjects, and one must ask whether this one offers something new. I think it does in an unpretentious waythe text is easy to read and avoids the dullness of the synopsis.
The authors state that they aim to avoid being dogmatic, but in a short book of this kind it is inevitable that one disagrees with a number of points of fact and of emphasis; I found no dangerous errors, but the advice about the antitetanus therapy was a little inaccurate by modem standards, and the treatment of myositis ossificans by 'continued gentle physiotherapy' perhaps doubtful.
This book will prove useful for the medical student during his course in orthopmdics and accident surgery and if he has become familiar with the layout, invaluable in revision for final examinations and useful for reference after qualification.
CHARLES MANNING

Mental Retardation and Behavioural Research edited by A D B Clarke PhD and A M Clarke PbD pp v+279 £5 Edinburgh & London: ChurchillLivingstone 1973
This book records the proceedings of a study group which met at the University of Hull on 14-16 September 1971, and was convened by the Institute for Research into Mental Retardation. Six sessions covered research strategy and methodology; social research and problems of institutional management; the training of teachers and their attitudes to research; the technology of learning as applied to educational and industrial training; psychological models in research and practice; learning in the young mentally handicapped child. Each session consisted of two short papers followed by a discussion. A measure of the importance of the discussions is the fact that they make up about half the book. Numbers attending the study group were small and all were experts in one or other of the themes dis-cussed. Consequently the general standard of the book is high, including that of the discussions which are, perhaps, more important than the papers.
There are revealing and useful discussions upon the difficulties that psychologists and teachers may have in finding common ground and upon the problems of communication between those employed in academic and in applied research. The relative merits and emphasis to be placed upon occupation, training and the sheltered workshop type of employment were fruitfully discussed. Happily the discussions, like the short papers, are lucid, frank and to the point. The book is recommended especially to teachers, trainers and psychologists, but psychiatrists may gain useful insight into the practical problems involved. The development of radioimmunoassays for human prolactin has encouraged an ever-increasing interest in the control and functions of this hormone. Dr Horrobin discusses among other aspects mechanisms of control, lactation, external influences on prolactin secretion, possible role of prolactin in sodium, potassium and water exchange, relationship of the hormone to endocrine disorders, and findings in relation to various cancers. The extensive nature of the coverage is perhaps indicated by the bibliography of about 1200 references. In the face of such thoroughness there is surprisingly little regarding the exact methods and interpretation of clinical tests of prolactin secretion and, despite repeated references to bromoergokryptine, only a few lines are given to describing what is known about this potentially important prolactin inhibitor.
Interwoven with the factual review is much speculation, sometimes more imaginative than critical. Dr Horrobin's principal hypothesis is that the primary function of prolactin is to amplify or attenuate the actions of other hormones. He then argues, correctly, that in the presence of such interactions, or differences in individual constitutions, normal levels of prolactin in a particular condition do not exclude a role for prolactin in that condition until every possible variable is controlled. Many of his hypotheses regarding the genesis of disease states are thus difficult to test, but he is able to speculate with impressive ingenuityregarding a possible role for prolactin in over 25 disorders. This copious speculation is the least satisfactory element in what is otherwise a valuable and unique review. 
